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News Update

The Beds Have Arrived

Thanks to overwhelming support from the community and the = |
generosity of BC Housing, we have received enough money to
fund more than 100 bunk beds.

the community who has been sleeping in the church for the past
10 months, “I’m getting too old to sleep on a hard surface. My
hips just ache after a night on the pews”.

“This is great news!” says Carol, a fifty-five year old member of g

A “women only” area has been set up in one of the rooms off the Gore Avenue Entrance.
The former chapel off the Hastings Street entrance and the balcony of the sanctuary have
been turned into sleeping space helping lessen the pressure on the area in the sanctu-

ary. Access to the beds is on a first-come-first-served basis and people will be able to sleep
in them from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. Some of the bunks sleep singles only. Others are double-wide
to provide a place for couples to share space. In total, approximately 110 people can be ac-
commodated in the new beds. Thank you for helping us provide proper beds for our commu-
nity members.

We will continue to make the sanctuary available for those who cannot get a bed or who
choose to sleep on their own bedding. The sanctuary will remain open for 21 out of 24 hours

First time Event in Western Canada

Excitement is mounting and tickets are selling fast for our upcoming
benefit concert

“The Sacred Music of Duke Ellington™ is being presented for the
first time in Western Canada, featuring Dee Daniels, The Fred Stride
Jazz Orchestra, James Caddell, Troy McLaughlin and vocalists from
the Phoenix Chamber Choir.

Be sure to mark your calendar for Friday, November 20, 8 p.m. at St.
Andrews-Wesley United Church.

To reserve tickets call Nina Matthews, 604-681-8365, ext. 117 .
Help us begin the celebrations of our 125" anniversary by attending
this inspiring concert!



. News Update

Pigeon Walking

Julie's brother Greg lives in the
Downtown Eastside.

lost in shadows of Vancouver's East
End
you piece together an existence
what havoc i dare wonder has
four years of homelessness

reaped upon you?

a sister in relative comfort

can only formulate an answer
from glimpsing through

the Hope in Shadows Calendar
it's companion book

Stories and Photographs of
Vancouver's Downtown East Side

jolted by discovering homelessness
is your state

the East Side your community

i walked along Hastings and Main
catapulted into a

foreign environment

straining to see people not victims
the homeless now have a face

buddhism speaks of arriving
thinking of you
i wonder arriving to what?

memories of a youngster riding

his toy elephant straying far from
home

a frantic mother relieved when a
policeman

arrives on the doorstep with her son
"lady take better care of your
child"

a slap on the face for loving and
caring mother

in a yukon campground

at age eleven

a city kid borrowed fishing rod in
hand

exiting an outhouse being asked
"did you catch anything sonny?"
cracking up all the way back to

the campsite
Continued on page 3
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Expanding The Work

The pace of change continues at breakneck speed at First United as we
work to address the needs of the community. The Ministry Leadership
Team has expanded in recent months to welcome Stephen Gray, one of
our advocates, into the position of Director of Housing. More recently
Gillian Rhodes has joined us as Director of Operations and has taken
charge of managing the day-to-day activities in the Mission.

New faces have also joined us in other areas of our work. Brett moves
from Reception into Programming and Jerri joins us as Brett's replace-
ment in Reception. Isabelle joins Nina in Fund Development. Chris, our
bookkeeper, will soon be going from half-time to full-time work with

us. We welcome Jenn, Darryl, Teina and Scott who operate the new stor-
age facility, Sabrina and Shelley who join Ernie and April in Food Ser-
vices and Amanda joins Leona in the Thrift Store. Our host services
team, which consists of seventeen men and women working with Frank,
continues to make our building a welcoming and safe place.

Storage Facility Opens

First United, in partnership with the City of Vancouver, has opened a
storage facility for residents of the Downtown Eastside. This facility,
which is being run as a six-month pilot project under the City's Great Be-
ginnings Project, provides those who are homeless a place to store their
possessions. The project will enable both the City of Vancouver and First
United to examine the feasibility of a year round facility operating in the
Downtown Eastside.

Run by new staff members, Jenn, Darryl, Teina and Scott, the facility can
accommodate up to 30 shopping carts and 150 storage totes. It is located
in the First United parking garage and opens onto Hastings Street. Mem-
bers of the community can access their storage totes ten hours a day,
seven days a week.

Sharing the Wisdom in the DTES

We have been fortunate over these past few months to have the participa-
tion of some key organizations in the Downtown Eastside community
who are helping us think through our policies and procedures for our 24
hour Place of Refuge. Karen O'Shannacery, Executive Director of Look-
out Housing Society, Janice Abbott, Executive Director of Atira
Women's Resource Society, Mark Townsend, Executive Director of Port-
land Housing Society, Judy Graves, Coordinator of the Tenant Assistance
Program for the City of Vancouver and Michael Anhorn, Manager of the
Homeless Outreach Program of BC Housing have been meeting with us
and sharing their experiences of operating shelter facilities.



Offering Sanctuary

After much prayerful consideration, the
Oversight Board and Ministry Leadership
Team of First United granted the request
of U.S. citizen Rodney Watson to seek
sanctuary within First United

Church. Watson, after losing his job and
being desperate for income, signed up as a tuary at First United
cook for the U.S. army in Kansas City. He |, - Wayne Leidenfrost,
was subsequently sent to Iraq for 12 The Province
months where he found himself working
not as a cook but as an armed soldier charged with the task of securing
the kitchen and mess area. Within months of his 3-year contract ending,
the U.S. army unilaterally extended his contract for a further 3 years and
informed him he would be sent back to Iraq. After his original tour of
duty ended in 2006, he fled to Vancouver.

Despite the fact that there have been two majority votes by Parliament
that support allowing U.S. soldiers opposed to the Iraq war to stay in
Canada, Watson has been ordered to leave the country or face deporta-
tion. If he returns to the U.S. he faces a court martial and jail time. Ca-
nadian law allows for a process that includes an opportunity for a review
based on humanitarian and compassionate grounds. If Watson returns to
the U.S. he will not be able to access this review and because of his
criminal record he will not be allowed to return to Canada. Watson has
a fiancé and a small son living in Vancouver.

First United Church remains committed to and respectful of the due
process of Canadian law. However, in this instance the Board and Min-
istry Leadership Team believes that it would be unjust for him to be de-
ported at this point. Justice requires that Rodney be given a fair hearing
on compassionate and humanitarian grounds before being deported. In
addition, the hearing needs to take into account the Parliamentary major-
ity votes and Canada’s history of providing refuge to Vietnam war re-
sisters.

Working with HIN1

An emergency response process has been put in place to deal with

HINI and other health issues this winter. This is thanks to the skills and
hard work of BCIT nursing students James Duffy and Lisa Felker. Two
immunization clinics took place during the week of October 26th with
another two at the beginning of November. The possibility of the virus
affecting the community has been minimized by our cleaners giving
constant attention to door knobs and other surfaces. We have shared our
plan with other DTES agencies and have received positive feedback
from them.

Rodney Watson seeking sanc-
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Pigeon Walking
(continued)
a slippery slope magic mushrooms
to prescription drugs
petty thefts, short prison terms
and probation counseling
and rehab for long termers only
all safety nets pulled in
cocaine and heroin now
your companions

a humorous letter comparing prison
to One Flew Over the Cuckoo's nest
reaching out - a

call asking for canteen money

a short conversation

showing concern

about what was happening in our
lives

heard through the

grapevine you were headed west
three years later googling your name
- a chance hit

Honourable Mention - photo Pigeon
Walking

Hope in Shadow's Calendar 2008
finally a link of hope - wondering
has life in the East End

shredded your humanity

or strengthened

what only you can give away?

a trail leading

to Pivot Legal Society,

the Carnegie Centre

and First United

i glimpse again from those you
had contact with

your sense of humor,

your concern for others

i see strength and resilience in
Pigeon Walking

wondering is there hope in shadows
for you?

(c) Julie Briese

Printed with permission



“A Time To Heal” in time for Christmas \ 4nt,£§’;'}y§,,¢ :
"A Time to Heal," the name of a CD that has been produced by First United, F .
Laverne Gfroerer and Jacquie Forbes-Roberts, was launched during an inspir-
ing concert on Wednesday, October 14th at St. Andrews-Wesley United
Church with over eight hundred people present. The CD, which is a collection
of beautiful and inspired music intended to raise awareness and contribute to
the end of homelessness, includes a wide range of musical talent such as Na-
tional Arts Centre Orchestra conductor and violinist Pinchas Zukerman, blues
musician Jim Byrnes and the Vancouver Chamber Choir.

CD's can be purchased on line at www.firstunited.ca or by calling First United
at 604-681-8365 ext. 118.

First Teams up with Ten Thousand Villages

A great opportunity to do some Christmas Shopping and help raise funds for
First! - Join us for coffee and snacks on Friday, November 27th between
6p.m. and 9p.m. at the Ten Thousand Villages store on Broadway. (2909 W
Broadway, Vancouver at Bayswater). First United will receive 10% of all
sales on that evening. Please bring along friends and family too!

Ten Thousand Villages sells Fair Trade items made by artisans in grass-roots ;
projects in developing countries around the world. They offer a large variety TEN THOUSAND

of gifts at very affordable prices. A wonderful win-win-win opportunity. V I L L AG E S

First Gifts 2009 “Hope Lives Here”

Every year during Advent, United Churches in the lower mainland demon-
strate their very generous support for First United through the “First Gifts”

Campaign. Envelopes are made available to congregation members for do- 4dh
nations to the work of First United. This year our theme is “Hope Lives F - t’ 4
Here” drawing attention to the fact that despite difficult circumstances, IFS A\ /4

many are finding hope through the opportunities presented in different ways
at First. Our aim is to help expand these opportunities and to help provide a
stable platform for people to make decisions about their lives and to begin

to make changes. Envelopes will be available in United Churches during
Advent.

hope - peace -joy - love

Give-A-Gift

Volunteer Doree Piercy is again co-ordinating the annual “Give-a-Gift Project” this Christmas. The aim is to
acknowledge each individual in a special way. One day during the week of Christmas each community mem-
ber will be given a new pair of socks and an orange. New underwear will be distributed in February. $10 Safe-
way cards are given out at Christmas to singles and families. Donations of new socks, underwear and grocery
cards can be dropped off at the Mission clearly marked “Give-a-Gift Project”. Monetary donations can also be
made to First United also marked “Give-a-Gift Project”.



